Advent Evening Prayer
Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Church of Nicollet, Minnesota
December 6, 2017
Suggested silent prayers: Hymns 2 and 220
all rise (see page 54 in the hymnal for music)
M: (*) Jesus Christ is the Light of the world,
C: (*) The light no darkness can overcome.
M: (*) Stay with us, Lord, for it is evening,
C: (*) And the day is almost over.
M: (*) Be our light and scatter the darkness,
C: (*) And hear our evening hymn of praise.

M: Blessed are you, O Lord God, King of the universe, who led your
people Israel with a pillar of cloud by day and a pillar of fire by night.
Enlighten our darkness by the light of your Christ. May his Word be a
lamp to our feet and a light for our path, for you are merciful, and you
love your whole creation. We, your creatures, glorify you: Father, Son
and Holy Spirit.

PSALM 87

(We sing a paraphrase.)

On Jerus’lem’s holy mountain
He has founded his abode.
More than all of Jacob’s dwellings
Zion’s gates are dear to God.
All sing the refrain.

C: Amen.
All sit to sing Psalm 141:1–2.

C:

“I will name as those who know me
Egypt, Tyre and Babylon;
Philistine along with Cushite
I will count as Zion-born.”
Refrain by all
Yes, it will be said of Zion,
“This and that one here belong;
And on her the Highest’s blessing
will descend, and make her strong.”
Refrain by all
Let our prayers be acceptable in your sight. Come and help us in time
M:
of need that we may sing your praise in holy joy now and forever,
through Jesus Christ, our Lord.
C: Amen.

“Born in Zion,” God will enter
in the peoples’ register.
They will sing, as they make music,
“All my fountains are in her.”
After the refrain is sung by all, brief silence for meditation is kept.
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M: Almighty God, who once made a hilltop temple in Jerusalem your holy
home, and now make your dwelling wherever two or three come
together in your Son’s name: Grant us, with believers worldwide, to be
found as Zion’s citizens when Jesus reappears to judge the world, and
may our whole source of joy be in you and the new Jerusalem, for you
live and reign with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.
C: Amen. (spoken)

LUKE 1:5–25
In the time of Herod king of Judea there was a priest named
Zechariah, who belonged to the priestly division of Abijah; his wife
Elizabeth was also a descendant of Aaron. 6 Both of them were upright
in the sight of God, observing all the Lord’s commandments and
regulations blamelessly. 7 But they had no children, because Elizabeth
was barren; and they were both well along in years.
8
Once when Zechariah’s division was on duty and he was serving
as priest before God, 9 he was chosen by lot, according to the custom of
the priesthood, to go into the temple of the Lord and burn incense.
10
And when the time for the burning of incense came, all the assembled
worshipers were praying outside.
11
Then an angel of the Lord appeared to him, standing at the right
side of the altar of incense. 12 When Zechariah saw him, he was startled
and was gripped with fear.
13
But the angel said to him: “Do not be afraid, Zechariah; your
prayer has been heard. Your wife Elizabeth will bear you a son, and you
are to give him the name John. 14 He will be a joy and delight to you,
and many will rejoice because of his birth, 15 for he will be great in the
sight of the Lord. He is never to take wine or other fermented drink, and
he will be filled with the Holy Spirit even from birth. 16 Many of the
people of Israel will he bring back to the Lord their God. 17 And he will
go on before the Lord, in the spirit and power of Elijah, to turn the
hearts of the fathers to their children and the disobedient to the wisdom
of the righteous— to make ready a people prepared for the Lord.”
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Zechariah asked the angel, “How can I be sure of this? I am an
old man and my wife is well along in years.”
19
The angel answered, “I am Gabriel. I stand in the presence of
God, and I have been sent to speak to you and to tell you this good
news. 20 And now you will be silent and not able to speak until the day
this happens, because you did not believe my words, which will come
true at their proper time.”
21
Meanwhile, the people were waiting for Zechariah and wondering
why he stayed so long in the temple. 22 When he came out, he could not
speak to them. They realized he had seen a vision in the temple, for he
kept making signs to them but remained unable to speak.
23
When his time of service was completed, he returned home.
24
After this his wife Elizabeth became pregnant and for five months
remained in seclusion. 25 “The Lord has done this for me,” she said. “In
these days he has shown his favor and taken away my disgrace among
the people.”
M: (*) The Lord will come again in glory.
The Spirit and the Church cry out: Come, Lord Jesus, come.
HYMN 32

When Sinners See Their Lost Condition

PSALM 87
Of the Sons of Korah. A psalm. A song.
He has set his foundation on the holy mountain; 2 the LORD loves
the gates of Zion more than all the dwellings of Jacob.
3
Glorious things are said of you, O city of God: Selah
4
“I will record Rahab and Babylon among those who acknowledge
me — Philistia too, and Tyre, along with Cush — and will say, 'This
one was born in Zion.’”
5
Indeed, of Zion it will be said, “This one and that one were born in
her, and the Most High himself will establish her.”
6
The LORD will write in the register of the peoples: “This one was
born in Zion.” Selah
7
As they make music they will sing, “All my fountains are in you.”

5

SERMON ON PSALM 87

SONG OF MARY

“JOIN THE JUBILATION !”

(use space below for notes, if you wish)

1. At our King’s first coming
2. At our King’s second coming

(page 57 in the front of the hymnal)

(*) My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord,
My spirit rejoices in God my Savior,
for he has looked with favor on his lowly servant.
From this day all generations will call me blessed:
The Almighty has done great things for me,
and holy is his name.
He has mercy on those who fear him in every generation.
He has shown the strength of his arm,
he has scattered the proud in their conceit.
He has cast down the mighty from their thrones,
and has lifted up the lowly.
He has filled the hungry with good things,
and the rich he has sent away empty.
He has come to the help of his servant Israel
for he has remembered his promise of mercy—
the promise he made to our fathers,
to Abraham and his children for ever.
OFFERING
Please sign the friendship register, too. All rise after the offering.
PRAYER
M: (*) In the closing hours of this day, hear us as we pray, O Lord;
C: (*) Lord, have mercy.
M: (*) For the well-being of people everywhere, for the growth of your
church in all the world, and for the strengthening of all who serve
and worship here, we pray, O Lord;
C: (*) Christ, have mercy.
M: (*) For the theological students training for ministry in our sister
seminaries in the Cameroon and in Nigeria, that they grow in
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knowing and loving your Word, for your blessings on them and their
families in every stage of life, and for their joy in doing your will,
we pray, O Lord:
C: (*) Lord, have mercy.
M: (*) For our public servants who work day and night to bring
protection, justice, learning, and health to this and every place, we
pray to you, O Lord;
C: (*) Lord, hear our prayer.

M: Lord God, all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works
come from you. Give to us, your servants, that peace which the
world cannot give, that our hearts may be set to obey your
commandments. Defend us also from the fear of our enemies that we
may live in peace and quietness, through the merits of Jesus Christ
our Savior, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever.
C: Amen.

M: (*) For favorable weather and bountiful harvests, for clothing and
food, for health of body, mind, and spirit, and for deliverance from
all sin and every form of evil, we pray to you, O Lord:
C: (*) Lord, hear our prayer.
M: (*) For the faithful who have gone before us, who have shared with
us your good news, whose souls are now at rest in your heavenly
kingdom, we give you thanks, O Lord:
C: (*) Thanks be to God.
M: (*) In thanksgiving for your many and varied gifts to us, we now
commend ourselves to your care. Be our shield and strength, O
Lord.
C: (*) Amen.
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins,
as we forgive those who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours
now and for ever. Amen.

M: (*) The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the
fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C:
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Please come again next Wednesday. The sermon will walk us through
another psalm which easily sticks in our throat — Psalm 88. Do you or
does someone you know suffer from depression?
Psalm 88 is the darkest psalm of all, but it offers hidden hope.
Thanks to Lori Enter, our organist, and to our ushers for their service
help.
Our choir will rehearse after the service with the violinist. Next
Wednesday the rehearsal will be before the service at 6:15 p.m.
Please pick up your envelopes from your mailbox, but please do not
use new 2018 envelopes until January.
Someone from our school board will be in the narthex after the service
if you would like to make a small cash donation for the treats which
children will receive after our 3:30 p.m. Christmas Eve service.
Acknowledgments: This service of Evening Prayer is copyright © 1993 by Northwestern Publishing House. All rights reserved. Music reprinted via OneLicense.net #A715-790.
• All Scripture in this service is from the Holy Bible, New International Version, 1984, and is
reprinted by permission of Biblica.
• The text of our metrical paraphrase of Psalm 87 is from Sing Psalms, by the Free Church of
Scotland, and is reprinted by permission.

How Can We Help You?
604 Main Street, Nicollet, MN 56074
507-232-3938 (office) • Pastor Daniel Witte • 941-705-0774 (his cell)
www.trinitynicollet.org • Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod
www.wels.net • office@trinitynicollet.org
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