
The Sounds of Lent
“Consider carefully how you listen” (Jesus, in Luke 8:18).

 Evening Prayer for March 14, 2018

Hymn 118 O Dearest Lord, Thy Sacred Head

All rise after the opening hymn.

Our service: Evening Prayer. For music, see page 52 in the hymnal.

M: O Lord, open my lips.

C: And my mouth shall declare your praise.

M: Hasten to save me, O God.

C: O Lord, come quickly to help me.

M: The Lord be with you.

C: And also with you.

M: Lord God, you have brought us safely to this hour of evening

prayer. We thank you for providing all that we need for body and

life. Bless us who have gathered in your name. Forgive our sins.

Speak to our hearts. Dispel our sorrows with the comfort of your

Word, and receive our hymns of thanks and praise, through Jesus

Christ, our living Savior, who reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,

one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. (All are seated.)

C: (* — for melody see page 55 in hymnal) Let my prayer rise

before you as incense, the lifting up of my hands as the evening

sacrifice. O Lord, I call to you. Come to me quickly. Hear my

voice, when I cry to you. Let my prayer rise

before you as incense, the lifting up of my

hands as the evening sacrifice.

M: Let our prayers be acceptable in your sight.

Come and help us in time of need that we may

sing your praise in holy joy now and forever, 

through Jesus Christ, our Lord.

C: Amen.

PSALM 43 We sing a paraphrase to the tune of TLH 454.

1. Give judgment, Lord, defend my cause 

Against the enemy;

From wicked and deceitful hands, 

I pray, deliver me.

2. You are the God who gives me strength; 

Why have you turned from me?

And why am I now so oppressed 

And wander sorr’wfully?

3. Send out your light, Lord, and your truth, 

That they may lead me still

And bring me to your dwelling place 

And to your holy hill;

4. That at your altar I may stand, 

My joy, my chief delight,

And on the strings will give you thanks 

To you, Lord, as is right.

5. Then why so downcast, O my soul, 

So full of turbulence?

Trust God, for I will yet thank him still: 

My God, my confidence.

silence is kept for meditation

M: Heavenly Father, you are merciful and tenderhearted, abounding in

love and faithfulness. Turn to us in our anguish over sin and hear

our cry for mercy, that we may be at peace, through your Son, Jesus

Christ our Lord.

C: Amen. (spoken)

MARK 14:66–15:15

M: While Peter was below in the courtyard, one of the servant girls of

the high priest came by. When she saw Peter warming himself, 67 

she looked closely at him.
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G: “You also were with that Nazarene, Jesus,” 

M: she said. But he denied it. 68 

P: “I don’t know or understand what you’re talking about,” 

M: he said, and went out into the entryway.

M: When the servant girl saw him there, she said again to those69 

standing around,

G: “This fellow is one of them.”

M: Again he denied it. After a little while, those standing near said to70 

Peter, 

C: “Surely you are one of them, for you are a Galilean.”

M: He began to call down curses on himself, and he swore to them,71 

P: “I don’t know this man you’re talking about.”

M: Immediately the rooster crowed the second time. Then Peter72 

remembered the word Jesus had spoken to him: 

J: “Before the rooster crows twice you will disown me three times.” 

M: And he broke down and wept.

 Very early in the morning, the chief priests, with the elders, the1

teachers of the law and the whole Sanhedrin, reached a decision.

They bound Jesus, led him away and handed him over to Pilate.

PP: “Are you the king of the Jews?” 2 

M: asked Pilate.

J: “Yes, it is as you say,” 

M: Jesus replied.

The chief priests accused him of many things. So again Pilate3  4 

asked him,

PP: “Aren’t you going to answer? See how many things they are

accusing you of.”

M: But Jesus still made no reply, and Pilate was amazed.5 

Now it was the custom at the Feast to release a prisoner whom the6 

people requested. A man called Barabbas was in prison with the 7 
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 insurrectionists who had committed murder in the uprising. The 8 

crowd came up and asked Pilate to do for them what he usually did.

PP: “Do you want me to release to you the king of the Jews?” 9 

M: asked Pilate, knowing it was out of envy that the chief priests had 10 

handed Jesus over to him. But the chief priests stirred up the 11 

crowd to have Pilate release Barabbas instead.

PP: “What shall I do, then, with the one you call the king of the12 

Jews?”

M: Pilate asked them.

C: “Crucify him!”  13 

M: they shouted.

PP: “Why? What crime has he committed?” 14 

M: asked Pilate. But they shouted all the louder,

C: “Crucify him!”

M: Wanting to satisfy the crowd, Pilate released Barabbas to them.15 

He had Jesus flogged, and handed him over to be crucified.
 

This is the word of the Lord.

All we like sheep have gone astray, and the LORD has laid on him

the  iniquity of us all. By his wounds we are healed.

HYMN 117 O Dearest Jesus

SERMON on Matthew 27:21–23, “The Sounds of Lent #5:

       “THE SHOUTING OF THE CROWD”

 “Which of the two do you want me to release to you?” asked
the governor.

“Barabbas,” they answered.

“What shall I do, then, with Jesus who is called the Messiah?” 22 

Pilate asked. 

They all answered, “Crucify him!”

“Why? What crime has he committed?” asked Pilate. 23 

But they shouted all the louder, “Crucify him!”



2018 LENT THEME HYMN How Deep the Father’s Love for Us

all sing verses 2–4

 soloist:

1. The shekels clink, the rooster crows:

Does Judas hear? Or Peter?

Volcanic crowds demand his death

As angels gasp in wonder.

The splash of Pilate’s water bowl,

The wailing of the women —

The sounds of Lent arrest my soul

And amplify the questions:
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OFFERING AND SIGNING OF FRIENDSHIP REGISTER

PRAYERS

M: In the closing hours of this day, hear us as we pray, O Lord;

C: (*) Lord, have mercy.

M: For Christians anywhere threatened by violent mobs, for the growth of

your church in all the world, and for the strengthening of all who serve

and worship here, we pray, O Lord;

C: (*) Christ, have mercy.

M: For Hailey Stoecker, hospitalized in Rochester; for family and friends

of Virginia Shellum, who fell asleep in you on Sunday night and whose

funeral will be here on Friday morning; for our loved ones undergoing

cancer treatment; for Jon Enter as he ponders your call to teach high

school students in St. Paul; for your blessings that come with every

stage of life, and for joy in doing your will, we pray, O Lord:

C: (*) Lord, have mercy.
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M: For our nation’s diplomats and for all our public servants who work

day and night to bring protection, justice, learning, and health to this

and every place, we pray to you, O Lord;

C: (*) Lord, hear our prayer.

M: For favorable weather and safe roads, for clothing and food, for health

of body, mind, and spirit, and for deliverance from all sin and every

form of evil, we pray to you, O Lord:

C: (*) Lord, hear our prayer.

M: For Virgina Shellum and all the faithful who have gone before us, who

have shared with us your good news, whose souls are now at rest in

your heavenly kingdom, we give you thanks, O Lord;

C: (*) Thanks be to God.

M: In thanksgiving for your many and varied gifts to us, we now  

commend ourselves to your care. Be our shield and strength, O Lord.

C: (*) Amen.

C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come,

your will be done on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins, 

as we forgive those who sin against us.

Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours

now and forever. Amen.

M: Lord God, all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works

come from you. Give to us, your servants, that peace which the

world cannot give, that our hearts are set to obey your

commandments. Defend us also from the fear of our enemies, that

we may live in peace and quietness, through the merits of Jesus

Christ our Savior, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy

Spirit, one God, now and forever.
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C: Amen. (spoken)

C: (* — melody on page 61) In peace, Lord, 

you let your servant now depart 

according to your word.

For my eyes have seen your salvation, 

which you have prepared for every people, 

A light to lighten the Gentiles, 

And the glory of your people Israel.

M: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ (Z) and the love of God

And the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

C: (*) Amen.

+     +     +

Acknowledgments: All Scripture in this service is from the Holy Bible, New

International Version, 1984, and is reprinted by permission of Biblica. • How Deep the
Father’s Love for Us is by Stuart Townend, and is reprinted via OneLicense.net #A-715790.

Our thanks to Pastor Vicar Zach Steinke of St. Paul’s Lutheran in

Mankato for conducting our service. Thanks also to Joyce Lendt, our

pianist; to JoElyn Krohn, our soloist; to our readers; to our ushers and

 to all who helped with tonight’s meal.

 Pastor Witte was at Mt. Olive Lutheran in Mankato tonight.

Next week’s Sound of Lent will be “The Wailing of the Women,”

with a sermon by Pastor Witte, based on Luke 23:28–31. Please return

for the 5:30–6:30 p.m. meal (our last one this spring) and the 7:00 p.m.

service. 
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